
GRAND MEADOW COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
JULY 13, 2026 @ 6:00 PM 

GRAND MEADOW CITY HALL 
 

Present: Mayor Tim Fenton, Councilor Blayne Stejskal, Councilor Thomas Oehlke, Councilor Caden 
Fruth, City Administrator James Christian, GMFD Chief Joe Gehling, GMPD Chief Aaron Stoning, 
GMAAS Director Lori Brogan, GMPL Director Sarah Burmeister. 
Also present: Irene Jones 
Absent: Councilor Isaac Tangen 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Fenton called the meeting to order at 6 pm, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
2. CONSENT AGENDA: Stejskal motioned to approve the Consent Agenda, Oehlke 2nd.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 

A. Approve additions & corrections to agenda  
B. Approve minutes – June regular meeting minutes 
C. Approve General Fund bills $117,473.96 

 
3. OPEN FORUM – No one present wished to speak.  
 
4. GRAND MEADOW BOOSTER CLUB – Charitable Gambling: Eric Holst with the GM Booster 
Club presented a plan to run the charitable gambling at SKB Lounge on behalf of the club. Council had 
some questions regarding the use of the proceeds; Holst explained that the proceeds would be available 
to all of the various sports clubs.  
 
5. REPORTS  

A. Library – Report provided.  
B. Ambulance – Report provided.  Stejskal asked if the GMAAS reimbursements to the City 
were on track; Christian responded that all repayments were current.  Discussion was held about 
incoming equipment.  Christian noted that Arvig would be hooking up fiber internet at the 
Emergency Services building in the next week, installing a mesh Wi-Fi that would cover the 
entire building seamlessly. 
C. Fire – Report provided.  Chief Gehling updated council on the new brush truck and possible 
sale of a rural engine.  Gehling also gave a recap of Meadowfest. 
D. Police – Report provided, New-hire PT Officer: Chief Stoning stated that he, Tangen, and 
Christian had interviewed a potential part-time officer.  He felt that she would be a good addition 
to the force if the hours worked out right.  Fruth motioned to approve the hire as long as 
background checks came in positive, Stejskal 2nd.  Motion passed unanimously. 
E. Maintenance – Report provided, west lift station pump replacement.  Christian briefed 
Council on an issue with the lift station pumps in the industrial park.  Christian explained that 
inspection found that the impeller bodies had been worn down by sediment and had developed 
some holes, reducing efficiency.  Tom Bleifus had gotten a quote for replacement, but was 
waiting on another quote, as well as a quote for rebuilding. Council discussed the costs of 
rebuilding vs replacing and decided to wait until the rest of the quotes came in before moving 
forward.  
F. Clerk – Discussion was held about upcoming primary election on August 11th at the 
Community Center.  Christian stated that the new accessible door had been installed, and he 



would submit for reimbursement from the state (City had been awarded a grand for polling place 
accessibility from the state). 
G. City Administrator- Report provided, flood study update: Christian reported that the flood 
study report and the sewer line televising reports were finished and noted that he had sent them 
to Councilors separately, as they were large files.  Christian noted that the City had received a 
90% matching grant from the MPCA for these reports.  Christian gave an update on the 
wastewater treatment project, noting that it was still under state review. 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS  

A. 2025 Audit Results:  Christian explained that the City had received the final copy of the 2025 
audit with no changes from the audit presentation earlier in the year.  Fruth motioned to accept the audit 
result from CohnReznick, Oehlke 2nd.  Motion passed unanimously  
 
6. NEW BUSINESS  

A. Resolution 2026-009 – Accepting Donation to Grand Meadow Public Library - $1000:  Fruth 
motioned to accept the $1,000 donation from Judy Thorson, Oehlke 2nd.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
B. Resolution 2026-010 – Approving Gambling – Grand Meadow Athletic Booster: Fruth 
motioned to approve GMABC charitable gambling at SBL Lounge, Oehlke 2nd.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
C. Building Permit 

1. Grand Meadow School – Pavilion and Ticket Booth: Stejskal motioned to approve 
building permits for a pavilion and a ticket booth at the Grand Meadow School, Oehlke 
2nd.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
10. ADJOURN: Fruth motioned to adjourn, Oehlke 2nd.  Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 6:40 pm.  
 


