GRAND MEADOW COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

DECEMBER 9, 2024 @ 6:00 PM
GRAND MEADOW COMMUNITY CENTER

Present: Mayor Ryan Queensland, Councilor Blayne Stejskal, Councilor Aaron Myhre, Councilor Isaac
Tangen, Councilor Christy Benson, City Administrator James Christian, City Clerk Chris Hyrkas,

Library Director Sarah Burmeister. Also present: Tim Fenton, Thomas Oehlke, Caden Fruth, Linda Kreutzman,
Carmen Ament, Ron Young, Gretchen Mensink Lovejoy.

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Queensland called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance

2. TRUTH IN TAXATION HEARING: Queensland suspended the regular meeting and opened the Truth In
Taxation Hearing at 6:00 pm. With no one wishing to speak, Queensland closed the hearing at 6:01 pm.

3. PUBLIC HEARING — 2024 UNPAID CHARGES ASSESSMENTS: Queensland opened the hearing at 6:01
pm. With no one wishing to speak, the hearing was closed at 6:01 pm.

4. PUBLIC HEARING — CANNABIS ORDINANCE: Queensland opened the hearing at 6:01 pm. With no one
wishing to speak, the hearing was closed at 6:02 pm.

5. CONSENT AGENDA: Mayor Queensland asked if there were any questions about or corrections to the
Consent Agenda. Motion by Myhre to approve the Consent Agenda, 2ns by Tangen. Motion passed
unanimously.

A. Approve additions & corrections to the agenda
B. Approve November regular meeting and work session minutes
C. Approve General Fund payments in the amount of $78,176.10.

6. OPEN FORUM: Carmen Ament and Ron Young were present to request an extension to the December

31 deadline Council had given them in November to cease parking their semi-trucks in the rear yard of their
house in the 200 block of 3™ St NE. Ament asked if she would be able to put a building on her property to
house the vehicles; Queensland replied that she would need to submit a plan and application for Planning and
Zoning to review. Ament asked why Kiem Trucking at the south end of 4 St. (south of the City Shop and
Park) wasn’t having issues with the City, and Christian responded that there had not been any complaints.
Discussion was held regarding building requirements, and Young and Ament asked for an extension to the
deadline, as they were trying to buy property to park the trucks. Tangen made a motion to extend the deadline
to the next regular Council meeting (January 13, 2025), stating that he had an expectation that Ament and
Young would have a reasonable plan to move forward. Myhre 2", Motion passed unanimously.

7. DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A. Library: Discussion was held regarding library reserves, and what it could be used for. Burmesister stated that

the Library Board was going to put a plan together to allocate the reserves.

B. Ambulance — Report provided, no questions from Council.

C. Public Works — Report provided. Stejskal asked about the repairs to the plow truck, and Christian
responded that it was a fuse block that was corroded and replaced. Queensland asked about the
broken sewer line at Glynn’s Motor Mart; Christian explained that a contractor for Freeborn Mower
Electric Coop bored a line through the sewer line, which was unusually shallow. The contractor will
pay for half the cost of repairs. Tangen asked if the City could investigate new Christmas decorations.
Christian replied that he would explore the cost.

D. Police — Report provided. Stejskal asked if there had been any issues with winter parking and

Christian responded that officers had placed reminders on vehicles the previous weekend.
E. Fire — Report provided. Stejskal asked if the salaries for the Fire Dept had changed from 2024



numbers. Christian explained that they had not.

F. City Clerk: Hyrkas stated that she was busy closing out 2024 and Council paychecks would be
coming out shortly.

G. City Administrator — Report provided. Discussion was held about the renovation progress at the new
City Hall. Oehlke explained that he was pushing the drywall contractor to be finished up by the end
of the week in preparation for flooring installation. Christian stated that he had applied for 2 grants
for planning costs related to the sanitary sewer pond expansion project, and that Bolton & Menk
would bring a presentation to Council in January.

8. OLD BUSINESS

A. Cannabis ordinance: Motion to adopt the Cannabis Ordinance by Benson, 2" by Myhre. Motion passed
unanimously.

B. 2025 Property Tax Levy — Resolution 2024-016: Motion by Tangen to approve the 2025 levy at
$772,685.55, 2" by Stejskal. Motion passed unanimously.

C. Unpaid Charges Assessments — Resolution 2024-018: Motion by Tangen, 2™ by Benson to approve
assessing unpaid charges to property owner’s property taxes with a 10% interest rate. Motion passed
unanimously.

D. Utility Bill Adjustment Policy: Discussion was held regarding the need for a policy to adjust utility
bills. Council decided that it was best to leave it open for residents to appeal to Council if they had
issues with their bills. Motion by Myhre to table the policy, 2" by Benson. Motion passed
unanimously.

9. NEW BUSINESS

A. 2025 Schedule of Fees: Christian explained that the only increases over 2024 fees was a 1%
increase on water rates, and a 4% increase on sewer rates, and cannabis fees were set to state limits.
Motion by Stejskal to approve the fee schedule, 2" by Tangen. Motion passed unanimously.

B. Resolution 2024-017 - Accepting Donation: Stejskal motioned to accept a donation in the amount
of $1,950.18 from Wayne and Carol Gehling to the GMAAS, 2" by Benson. Motion passed
unanimously.

C. Resolution 2024-019 — Resolution Designating Annual Polling Place: Motion by Tangen, 2™ by
Myhre to designate the Community Center as the City’s annual polling place. Motion passed
unanimously.

D. Resolution 2024-020 — Resolution Authorizing Investment in the LMC 4M Investment Fund:
Motion by Myhre to authorize investment in the League of Minnesota 4M Investment fund, 2™ by
Benson. Motion passed unanimously.

E. Vacation Carryover: Christian explained that the employment policy stated that any carryover
vacation or personal time must be approved by Council. Motion by Benson, 2" by Myhre to allow
employees to carry over unused time into the 1% quarter of 2025. Motion passed unanimously.

F. Approve 2025 Council Meeting Dates: Motion by Stejskal, 2" by Tangen to approve the 2025
Council meeting dates. Motion passed unanimously.

10. ADJOURN: Motion to adjourn by Stejskal, 2™ by Myhre. Motion passed unanimously. The time was
7:08 pm.



