
GRAND MEADOW COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
UNOFFICIAL 

NOVEMBER 13, 2024 @ 6:00 PM 
GRAND MEADOW COMMUNITY CENTER 

 
Present: Mayor Ryan Queensland, Councilor Blayne Stejskal, Councilor Aaron Myhre, Councilor Isaac 
Tangen, Councilor Christy Benson, City Administrator James Christian, City Clerk Chris Hyrkas, GMAAS 
Director Lori Brogan, Library Director Sarah Burmeister, Fire Chief Joe Gehling, Police Chief Jim Richardson, 
GMPD Officer Alex Wynn.  Also present: Derek Olinger (Bolton & Menk), Tim Fenton, Thomas Oehlke, 
Caden Fruth, Shawn Vogt Sween, Patrick Sween, Lori Hanson, Bryan Owens, Carmen Ament, Ron Young. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Queensland called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm, followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

2. CONSENT AGENDA: Mayor Queensland asked if there were any questions about or corrections to the 
Consent Agenda; Christian replied that the General Funds payments should be $136,202.66 rather than the 
$.36 listed on the agenda.  Queensland asked if there were any other questions or changes. Tangen inquired 
about the $27.24 to J&S Repair for tower rental.  Christian explained that the City has a transmitter on a 
tower at J&S Repair that allows the two well pumps to communicate.  With no other questions, Tangen 
motioned to approve the Consent Agenda with the correction, Myhre 2nd.  Motion passed unanimously. 

A. Approve additions & corrections to the agenda 
B. Approve October regular meeting minutes 
C. Approve General Fund payments in the amount of $136,202.66. 

3. OPEN FORUM: None 

4. Canvassing of the 2024 General Election Returns: Christian explained that the submitted were the official 
returns of the November 5, 2024, General Election.  There were no questions.  Benson motioned to approve 
the returns, Tangen 2nd.  Motion passed unanimously. 

5. PSS Properties - 5XX Main St S Project Update: Shawn and Patrick Sween gave an update on the house-
moving project at 5XX Main St S.  The house had been moved over the foundation but had not been set yet due to 
issues with the contractor.  Tangen asked if there was an anticipated timeframe, the Sweens responded that they 
were still negotiating with the contractor over payment and hoped to have it resolved shortly.   

6. Bolton & Menk- GIS Conversion:  Olinger presented the GIS Conversion Project.  The City will no longer be 
able to access its GIS information through Bolton & Menk’s license with ESRI as of 2026, and the City will have 
to have its own account.  The proposal includes transferring all existing data into the new system, which will be 
more functional than the current system.  Christian explained that the new system allows the City to input property-
specific information such as pipe sizes, locations, permits, variances, CUPs, etc., and it would be paid for out of the 
water and sewer fund.  After discussion about the new system, training, functionality and usability, Benson 
motioned to approve the GIS Conversion Project in the amount of $13,820, Tangen 2nd.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  

7. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

A. Library – Next Meeting December 4th. 
B. Ambulance – Report provided. Queensland asked if there were any signups for the EMT Course in 

2025, and Brogan replied that she wasn’t aware of any yet.  Brogan discussed some scheduling issues 
that the department is working through, and difficulty getting responders for calls. 

C.  Public Works – Report provided. Stejskal asked if the crack filling in Pheasant Run had started yet, 



and Christian stated that they were beginning the next day. Christian discussed the fence clearing 
project at the treatment ponds and stated that there would be a fence replacement project coming up in 
the next year.   

D. Police – Report provided.  Stejskal asked about the winter parking ordinance, and Richardson said 
that he has talked with the problem parkers, and they will be letting the new people in town know the 
rules. 

E. Fire – Report provided.  Gehling discussed a $4000 grant for boots and a $1500 grant for gloves that 
the department had received, as well as a $2500 grant for Nomax hoods.  Gehling is pricing new 
turnout gear and will bring it to Council in the future.   

F. City Clerk – Hyrkas  Stated that the November 5th General Election went smoothly with great poll workers.  
Document retention processing continues. 

G. City Administrator – Report provided.  Christian gave a brief update on the new City Hall 
remodeling progress.   

 
8. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Truck Parking In Residential Areas: The discussion of semi-truck parking in residential areas was 
continued from the previous month.  Issues such as complaints, noise, wear and tear on streets, and 
disruption to neighborhoods were discussed, and Council decided to end all truck parking in residential 
areas, as per ordinances on the book.  The residents in the 200 block of 3rd St NE with two trucks were 
given until January 1st to find an appropriate place to park elsewhere.  The resident in the 500 block of 
Elliot Drive SE had been parking in the Emergency Services building parking lot and was given until 
December 1st to find alternate appropriate parking.  Tangen made a motion to enforce the truck parking 
ordinance immediately, with the previously mentioned exceptions.  Stejskal 2nd.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

B. Resolution 2024-014: Pheasant Run Property Purchase (PID 25.203.0260): Continuance of purchase 
process of property located on 7th St NE.  Motion by Myhre to purchase the property, 2nd by Benson.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
9. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Resolution 2024-015: Accepting Donation: St. Finbarr Catholic Church donated $500 to the library.  
Motion by Benson to accept the donation on behalf of the Library, 2nd by Tangen.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

B. Joint Resolution Approving Orderly Annexation:  The Gerald Carmen family submitted a petition to 
annex approximately 3.05 acres into the city.  Motion to approve the joint resolution by Myhre, 2nd 
by Stejskal.  Motion passed unanimously. 

C. Cannabis Ordinance Introduction: Christian presented the proposed ordinance for Council review and 
stated that it would be brought up for a public hearing at the December regular meeting. 

D. Delinquent Utility Bills: Christian presented a list of delinquent utility bills.  Christian stated that 
any unpaid amounts remaining on December 10, 2024 (after a public hearing on December 9) would 
be assessed to the property taxes. 

E. Utility Bill Adjustment Policy: Christian presented a draft policy for utility bill adjustment for 
Council’s review, to be discussed at the next meeting.  A brief discussion was held regarding the 
need for a policy, and it was decided to review and discuss it at the next meeting. 

F. New Mower: Christian presented quotes for a new zero-turn mower.  Tangen motioned to purchase 
a 2025 Gravely Pro-Turn 672 from J&S Repair for the amount of $5,500.00 (including trade in), 
Benson 2nd.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
10. ADJOURN: Motion by Benson to adjourn, 2nd by Stejskal.  Motion passed unanimously.  The time was 

7:22 pm. 


