GRAND MEADOW COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
UNOFFICIAL

OCTOBER 14, 2024 @ 6:00 PM
GRAND MEADOW COMMUNITY CENTER

Present: Councilor Aaron Myhre, Councilor Isaac Tangen, Councilor Christy Benson, City Administrator James
Christian, City Clerk Chris Hyrkas, GMAAS Director Lori Brogan, Library Director Sarah Burmeister, GMPD
Officer Alex Wynn. Also present: Gary Sloan, Steve Ottaway, Kaitlyn Higgins, Irene Jones, Gretchen Mensink
Lovejoy.

Absent: Mayor Ryan Queensland, Councilor Blayne Stejskal.

1. CALL TO ORDER In the absence of Mayor Queensland and Mayor pro tem Stejskal, Clerk Hyrkas called the
meeting to order at 6:00 pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Myhre motioned to have Benson chair the
meeting, Tangen 2. Motion passed unanimously.

2. CONSENT AGENDA: Benson asked if there were any questions about the consent agenda. There were
none. Myhre motioned to approve the consent agenda, Tangen 2™, Motion passed unanimously.
A. Approve additions & corrections to the agenda
B. Approve September regular meeting and September special meeting minutes
C. Approve General Fund payments in the amount of $74,620.61.

3. OPEN FORUM: None

4. Gary Sloan- Utility Bill Adjustment Request: Sloan had high usage for two months due to a faulty water
softener and had asked for an adjustment. Myhre stated that he was concerned about setting a precedent but
understood that this was accidental and that the issue had been resolved. Christian explained the difference
between the average usage and the overage of the previous two months led to a difference of $424.27. Tangen
motioned to split the overage and give Sloan a $212.14 credit to his account, Myhre 2"* Motion passed
unanimously. Tangen stated that he would like to have the issue of adjustments placed on the agenda for the
next meeting; Christian said he would make sure it is on the next agenda.

5. Turbo Transport, LLC (Steve Ottaway)- Semi-tractor parking 500 block Elliot Dr SE: City Hall had
received complaints about Ottaway parking his semi-tractor in his driveway on Elliot Drive, and Chief
Richardson had been working with him, allowing him to park at the fire hall until Council could review the
issue. Ottaway hasn’t been able to find another place to park, and is concerned with winter coming that he will
need to plug in. Myhre stated that he understood the situation, but the City needs to enforce the ordinances that
are on the books and needs to be consistent. Myhre and Benson said that they thought it should be a discussion
the entire council should have with the absent members. Ottaway discussed the possibility of remodeling his
garage to park the truck inside and council had a brief discussion on that. Tangen suggested a special meeting
to review the issue, Myhre motioned to table the issue for further discussion with the entire Council, Tangen
2", Motion passed unanimously.

6. DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A. Library — Report Provided, no questions from Council

B. Ambulance — Report provided. Tangen asked about call volumes and financials in the report, and
Brogan explained that she provides that information to the crew. Benson asked how call volumes
compared to last year, and Brogan stated that they are up. Brogan stated that they had had some interest
from prospective members but are still looking for more members.

C. Public Works — Report provided. Christian explained that the current sander for the truck doesn’t work
well for wet salt/sand, and the city doesn’t have indoor storage. Christian stated that this price was off
the state bid. Myhre motioned to approve the purchase from Universal Truck Equipment for a
Swenson Tailgate Sander in the amount of $10,232.00, Tangen 2™, Motion passed unanimously.



Tangen asked about the pressure issue at the wellhouse. Christian explained that it was a combination
of new gauges being more sensitive and increased usage from the school being back in session.
Christian explained that the City is looking into options to alleviate the issue. 32.32

D. Police — Report provided. Christian explained the State Aid that the city receives annually, as well as
the reimbursement that the city receives for training.

E. Fire — Report provided. No questions from Council

F. City Clerk —Hyrkas stated that she is still working on record retention in preparation for scanning documents.
Hyrkas also stated that the City is ready for the November election.

G. City Administrator — Report provided. Christian stated that the windmill blade removal was expected
to be finished by October 18™". Christian also stated that he had been asked to join the Mower County
Comprehensive Plan’s Planning Action Committee and would be bringing more information to the
Council at future meetings. Benson asked about new City Hall construction, and Christian stated that
the target move-in date of early December still seemed to be on track. Tangen briefly explained the
EDA’s new Small Business Forgivable Loan Program. Christian noted that Council would have to
move the November regular meeting due to Veteran’s Day. Council decided to move it to Wednesday,
November 13% at 6 pm.

7. OLD BUSINESS
A. TextMyGov Proposal: Christian explained that he had received the names of a few cities that were currently
using the program but had not received a response as of meeting time from any of them, but he did talk to
the City Clerk in Leroy, who said they had gone with a one-way program. Christian had received a
proposal for that system, and said he thought the prices were too high to justify the system at this time.
Tangen motioned to deny the proposal, Myhre 2™, Motion passed unanimously.

8. NEW BUSINESS

A. Pheasant Run Property Purchase (PID 25.203.0260): Christian explained that the EDA had explored
purchasing the property in Pheasant Run to facilitate future expansion to the east, and had decided that
they would contribute half of the $60,000 purchase price to the City to purchase. Tangen explained
that the property was crucial to any future expansion in that area. Myhre made a motion to allow
Christian to pursue negotiations and enter into a purchase agreement on behalf of the City, Tangen 2.
Motion passed unanimously. Christian explained that once a purchase agreement was signed, the City
would have to pass a resolution approving the purchase.

B. Mower County Cannabis Ordinance: Christian stated that he had been contacted by Mower County
regarding their upcoming cannabis ordinance. The County was offering to let cities opt in to their
ordinance through a joint powers agreement. Christian stated that the City would need to have an
ordinance passed by January 1, 2025, when sales become legal. After reviewing the County’s
proposed ordinance and discussing detail with County staff, Christian expressed concern that the 500’
setbacks from schools, parks, and daycares would leave most of the city, including all of downtown,
closed to cannabis businesses. He suggested that the City investigate writing their own ordinance
without those conditions. Council agreed to revisit the issue.

9. ADJOURN Myhre motioned to adjourn, Tangen 2" Motion passed unanimously. The time was 6:51 pm.



