GRAND MEADOW REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 9, 2024 @ 6:00 PM
GRAND MEADOW COMMUNITY CENTER
*UNOFFICIAL*

Present: Mayor Ryan Queensland, Councilor Blayne Stejskal, Councilor Aaron Myhre, Councilor Isaac
Tangen, Councilor Christy Benson, City Administrator James Christian, City Clerk Chris Hyrkas, GMAAS
Director Lori Brogan, Library Director Sarah Burmeister, Irene Jones, Linda Kreutzman, Lori Hanson.

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Queensland called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.

2. CONSENT AGENDA: Queensland asked if there was any discussion on the consent agenda. Tangen asked
if the traffic near the Dollar General has slowed down a bit, and Christian responded that it has slowed down
quite a bit since school is back in session. Benson expressed concern that children were using Hwy 16 to access
the store and Christian responded that he has spoken to the engineer about putting together a rough number of
what it would take to pave 3™ Ave and 3™ St as well as putting in a pedestrian path. Motion to approve the
consent agenda by Benson, 2™ by Myhre. Motion passed unanimously.

A. Approve additions & corrections to the agenda

B. Approve August regular meeting and August work session minutes

C. Approve General Fund payments in the amount of $155,714.81.

3. OPEN FORUM: None
4. DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A. Library — No report this month.

B. Ambulance — Report provided. Benson asked Brogan about the presentation on safe driving, Brogan
responded that she wanted to be sure that responders understood their responsibilities and liabilities
when driving to scenes in personal vehicles, as well as how traffic laws apply to emergency vehicles.
Queensland asked if Brogan had had any luck in recruiting, and Brogan replied that one of the
trainees was now making runs as part of a 3-person crew, and she was working on a letter to the
community to try to gain more recruits. Tangen asked how the new scheduling was working out,
and Brogan responded that it seems to be working out well.

C. Public Works — Report provided. Benson asked about the status of the juvenile community service
workers, and Christian responded that they had spend Fridays during the summer cleaning park
restrooms, as well as being banned from the parks. Christian stated that the Public Works crew feels
they have served their sentence and should be allowed back into the parks. Council agreed.
Queensland asked about the surplus equipment that was sold at Hamilton Auction. Christian
responded that he would have liked to see some higher prices on some things, but overall, not too
bad, and its all out of the way. Queensland asked if Christian was ready to bid out ash tree removal,
and Christian responded Public Works had taken down nearly all that they could, and that he was
putting together a quote package for the remaining trees that are too difficult or dangerous for the
City to take care of. Tangen asked how the seasonal grounds help worked out, and Christian
responded that he felt it worked out very well, especially with the weather over the summer causing
grass to grow rapidly. Christian mentioned that the seasonal position is in the budget for 2025.

D. Police — Report provided. Tangen asked how Officer Wynn was working out, and Christian
responded that he seemed to be working out well. Tangen stated that it had been reported to him that
an officer was seen outside city limits, and he wondered how an officer could be outside jurisdiction.
Christian responded that officers may be outside the jurisdiction for training, follow-up
investigations, mutual aid county assists, etc. Tangen responded that they were sitting in an end
drive a ways north of town. Christian responded that he would look into that with Chief Richardson.



E. Fire — Report provided. Christian updated Council on the question of minors and insurance from the
previous month. The League of Minnesota Cities responded that as long as the minors weren’t
involved in active firefighting or vehicle operation, they were covered.

F. City Clerk — Hyrkas reported that she and Christian had reviewed and approved the ballots for the
general election. She also reported that she is working on the 2025 Workers Comp program.

G. City Administrator — Report provided. Christian reported that he had attended a Public Utilities
Commission hearing in St. Paul on September 5. The commission ruled that Xcel energy, as the
permit holder of the Mower wind farm, is responsible for the blades. NextEra Energy, the owner of
the wind farm during the repowering, has agreed to remove the blades from the industrial park
property. The PUC ordered that blade removal must begin no later than October 5 of 2024, and be
completed by December 15" of 2024. If the blades are not removed by that date, the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency will step in to ensure compliance. Christian stated that the preliminary
levy is ready for Council’s approval, and he would schedule a meeting with Mike Bubany for
November to discuss the final levy and 2025 utility rates. Christian had contacted MNDOT earlier
in the year regarding drainage issue along Hwy 16. MNDOT cleaned the ditches, and now Christian
is waiting to hear back from Mower County about the next step in alleviating drainage problems to
the north. Tangen enquired about the non-responsive property owners with yard issues (206 2 Main
St S and 317 Main St N). Christian replied that a contractor had come in and cleaned up the
property, and the owners would receive a bill. If the owners do not pay, the City will assess the
costs to the property.

5. OLD BUSINESS- None

6. NEW BUSINESS
A. 2025 Preliminary Levy: Queensland asked if there were any questions on the 2025 Preliminary Levy.
There were none. Tangen made a motion to approve the 2025 Preliminary Levy at $787,105.39, Myhre
2™ Motion passed unanimously.
B. Pheasant Run Crack Sealing: Christian presented a quote from S.L Contracting for asphalt crack
filling in Pheasant Run in the amount of $11,250.00. After a brief discussion of the area covered by the
quote, Myhre made a motion to approve the quote, 2" by Tangen. Motion passed unanimously.
C. TextMyGov Proposal: Christian presented a proposal for services from TextMyGov. Christian
explained that it is a two-way system, in that the city can send mass texts to residents, but residents can
also send texts about issues to the city through an automated system. Discussion was held about cost to
benefit ratio, and Council directed Christian to talk to other cities that are using the system to get
feedback and see if it is worth the cost.
C. Resolution 2024-013 - Resolution Accepting Donation — Jones: Irene Jones donated $3,200.00 in the
name of her late husband Melvin to the Grand Meadow Area Ambulance Service and the Grand
Meadow Fire Department, to be split evenly. Motion to accept the donation by Benson, 2™ by Tangen.
Motion passed unanimously. Council thanked Jones for her generosity.
D. New City Hall Construction Quotes: Christian presented the quotes that he had received for the
renovation of the new City Hall at 113 Main St N. He contacted five companies for quotes and received
three quotes by the deadline (S&K Carpentry, Thomas Oehlke Construction, and Knutson Construction
Services). Christian explained that the low quoter, S&K Carpentry, stated that they would not be able to
meet the completion date of November 22, 2024; it would be mid-January of 2025 before they expected
to be finished. Council discussed the merits of using Thomas Oehlke Construction, a local company,
and getting the earlier completion date. Motion by Benson to approve hiring Thomas Oehlke
Construction for the 113 Main St N Building Renovation Project with Alternate 1 in the amount of
$118,650.97, 2™ by Tangen. Motion passed unanimously.



Thomas Oehlke

Construction Knutson Construction S&K Carpentry
Base Bid $ 116,861.51 | § 233,615.00 97,838.00
Base w/Alternate 1 $ 118,650.97 | $ 233,615.00 102,938.00

Christian then presented the flooring and window covering quotes. He stated that he had contacted four
companies for quotes, only two responded (Junge Flooring and Classic Carpets & Interiors). Christian
recommended going with the low quoter Junge Flooring for both flooring and window coverings.
Stejskal stated that he had heard of Classic Carpets, but not Junge. Myhre stated that they do a lot of
commercial work. Myhre motioned to hire Junge flooring for the 113 Main St N renovation project for
$19,720.00 for flooring and window coverings, 2" by Tangen. Motion passed unanimously.

Classic Carpets &

Interiors Junge
Flooring $ 26,421.32 | $ 17,181.00
Window Treatments $ 2,121.54 | $ 2,539.00
Total $ 28,542.86 | $ 19,720.00

Christian stated that he did not receive any quotes for the HVAC and Plumbing part of the project by the

deadline, so he would put it out for quote again with only HVAC and get plumbing quotes separately.
He explained that it may require a special meeting later in the month to approve those quotes.

7. ADJOURN: Motion by Benson to adjourn, 2™ by Stejskal. Motion passed unanimously at 6:56 pm.



