
GRAND MEADOW COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
*UNOFFICIAL* 

JUNE 10, 2024 @ 6:00 PM 
GRAND MEADOW COMMUNITY CENTER 

 
Present: Mayor Ryan Queensland, Councilor Blayne Stejskal, Councilor Aaron Myhre, Councilor Isaac 
Tangen, City Administrator James Christian, City Clerk Chris Hyrkas, Police Chief Jim Richardson, 
Officer Mason Geier, Officer Alex Wynn, Gretchen Mensink Lovejoy, Kay Wynn, David Wynn, Paul 
Steele, Jenny Steele, Micah Steele, Irene Jones, Jason Boynton with Smith & Shafer, Derek Olinger with 
Bolton & Menk 
 

 Absent: Councilor Christy Benson 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Queensland called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance 

 
2. CONSENT AGENDA: Queensland asked if there was any discussion on the consent agenda. There 

was none.  Tangen made a motion to approve, Myhre 2nd.  Motion passed unanimously. 
A. Approve additions & corrections to agenda - none 
B. Approve May regular meeting minutes 
C. Approve General Fund payments $148,939.71 

 
3. Audit Review: Jason Boynton with Smith & Schafer presented the audit results of the 2023 financial 

year. The City received a clean opinion. 

4. OPEN FORUM – None 
 

5. REPORTS 
A. Library – Report provided, no questions from Council 
B. Ambulance – Report provided. Tangen asked what the difference was between billable and 

non-billable calls.  Hyrkas explained that non-billable calls referred to “No Transport” calls. 
C. Public Works – Report provided.  Christian explained that the City will need to plan on 

installing a new control system at the wellhouses in the near future, but a new pressure 
switch at the main wellhouse will reduce false alarm calls in the meantime.  Christian stated 
that there had been some vandalism at the Vets Park restroom and that the culprits had been 
caught and will spend the summer cleaning park bathrooms.   

D. Police – Report provided. Officer Alex Wynn was sworn in as a part-time officer. 
E. Fire – Report provided, no questions from Council 
F. City Clerk – Hyrkas informed Council that there was to be a vaccination clinic at Dr. 

Dennison’s vet clinic on June 13th, and that she would attend to register pets as they are 
vaccinated. Hyrkas stated that she had been working on getting archival documents ready for 
scanning.  Tangen asked how the unpaid utility bills at this point in the year compared to the 
previous year.  Christian stated that it was comparable, and it is generally the same people as 
last year.  Christian explained the assessment process regarding unpaid utility bills.  
Queensland asked how the Lead Service Line inspections were going, and Olinger stated that 
about 60% of customers had responded so far, and he expected to get to about 75% before 
on-site inspections would begin. 

G. City Administrator – Report provided.  Stejskal asked if there had been any progress on the 
windmill blade situation.  Christian stated that he had been working with Mike Hanson with 
Mower County, who in turn was working with the MN Department of Commerce.  Christian 
had heard from Brian Donahue who is with Canvus, the apparent owners of the blades.  



Donahue relayed that they had a lease on the property until December 31, 2024.  Christian 
stated that Canvus had been given until July 1st, 2024, to have the blades and parts removed 
or the City would continue with abatement proceedings.   
 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Project Update, Pay App 14- Olinger stated that the paving was finished, crews were 

finishing up sod repairs and punchlist items, and he explained the items in the pay 
application.  Olinger explained the field order change for 4th Ave SW; the original bid called 
for a mill and overlay of 2” of asphalt, but the road was in such bad shape the decision was 
made to remove all asphalt and put down 4” of new asphalt.  Stejskal asked when the section 
by the ball diamonds and the south end of the project would be seeded, and Olinger 
explained that portions of those areas had to be dug up and repaired, and the decision was 
made to hold off seeding until later in the year.  Tangen made a motion to approve Pay 
Application 14 in the amount of $374,268.58, Stejskal 2nd.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Tangen asked how the project was coming budget-wise, and Olinger responded that the 
project was coming in about $100k under budget to date.  Discussion was held regarding 
what could be done with any excess funds. 

B. Ament- Semi parking in residential (200 block 3rd St NE): Carmen Ament and Ron Young 
had been invited to continue the discussion from the May meeting but were not in attendance. 

7.  NEW BUSINESS 
A. Street Repairs – Ulland: 1st St NE: $14,525.00 Christian explained that the pavement on 1st St 

NE was disintegrating between Grand Ave and 1st Ave NE.  He also explained that this is a 
temporary fix, and the street will need complete reconstruction in the near future.  Discussion 
was held over whether the whole street should be repaved rather than patched, and Olinger 
explained that patching is the best option until a complete reconstruction project can be done.  
Motion by Tangen to approve hiring Ulland Brothers to patch 1st St NE, 2nd by Myhre.  
Motion passed unanimously.  

B. 113 Main St N: Christian presented the preliminary construction drawings for the new City 
Hall at 113 Main St. N.  Myhre asked if there were going to be more plans for Electrical and 
HVAC, and Christian stated that those would not be included in the plans, as the HVAC 
would be done separately.  Christian asked Myhre schedule a time to come in and help him 
out with that portion.  Christian went over the changes to the layout of the building and 
discussion was held regarding some additional changes Council wanted to see.  Christian 
stated that he would get the changes to the architect and finish the specifications so he could 
put it out for quotes, hopefully by August.  Christian presented a quote for repairing the front 
door and the ADA openers; Council decided that should be put in as part of the complete 
project. 

C. 2024-010 - Resolution Accepting Donation Myhre Mink Ranch: Tangen made a motion to 
accept a donation in the amount of $300.00 from Myhre Mink Ranch to the Grand Meadow 
Fire Department, 2nd by Stejskal.  Motion passed unanimously. 

D. 2024-011 - Resolution Accepting Donations Marvin Gehling: Myhre made a motion to 
accept donations in the amount of $575.00 in memorial to Marvin Gehling to the Grand 
Meadow Fire Department and Grand Meadow Area Ambulance Service, 2nd by Tangen.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

E. Carman Property – Detachment and Annexation: Christian explained that this process began 
in 2023.  The property owner desired to split the building site from the ag land.  Part of the 
building site and part of the ag land was within city limits.  It was decided that since the 
home on the building site was served by City utilities that the whole building site should be 



annexed into the city and the portions of ag land within city limits be released to the 
township. 

i. 2024-012 City Resolution for Detachment - Carman Property: Motion by Myhre, 2nd 
by Tangen to approve the resolution.  Motion passed unanimously. 

ii. Joint Resolution Designate-Annex by Orderly Annexation – Carman Property:  
Motion by Myhre, 2nd by Stejskal to approve the joint resolution between the City of 
Grand Meadow and Grand Meadow Township.  Motion passed unanimously. 

iii. Carman Property Adjustment – PID 25.008.0610 & PID 07.025.0060:  Motion by 
Tangen, 2nd by Stejskal to approve the property adjustment.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
8. ADJOURN: Motion by Tangen to adjourn, 2nd by Stejskal.  Motion passed unanimously.  The time 

was 7:32 pm. 


