GRAND MEADOW COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MAY 13,2024 @ 6:00 PM
GRAND MEADOW COMMUNITY CENTER

Present: Mayor Ryan Queensland, Councilor Christy Benson, Councilor Aaron Myhre, Councilor Isaac Tangen,
City Administrator James Christian, Clerk Chris Hyrkas, Police Chief Jim Richardson, Library Director Sarah
Burmeister, Carmen Ament, Ron Young, Gretchen Mensink Lovejoy,

Absent: Councilor Blayne Stejskal

. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Queensland called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance

. CONSENT AGENDA: Queensland asked if there was any discussion on the consent agenda. There was none.
Tangen made a motion to approve, Myhre 2™, Motion passed unanimously.

A. Approve additions & corrections to agenda - none.

B. Approve February regular meeting minutes.

C. Approve General Fund payments $89,038.32.

. Carmen Ament- Semi parking in residential (200 block 3™ St NE): Ament was not present at the time,
Queensland said if they arrive later the council can come back to the item. Ament and Young arrived during
the reports. Queensland recognized them after the departmental reports. Queensland stated that Council had
invited them to discuss the issue of semi-truck parking on 4" St NE, and numerous complaints of noise and
concerns about wear and tear on the residential streets. Young stated that he had taken a noise meter to various
locations around the area and the levels were acceptable. Richardson gave a history of the parking situation,
which was agreed to by Council in 2015. Complaints began a couple of years later, according to Richardson,
and have increased in the past couple of years. Discussion was held regarding possible solutions to the issue,
including changing hours, building a shed to store them inside, and looking for alternate locations to park the
vehicles. It was agreed to revisit the issue at the next meeting after investigating options.

. OPEN FORUM — None

. REPORTS

A. Library — No questions from Council

B. Ambulance — Report provided, no questions from Council.

C. Public Works — Report provided. Myhre questioned an item on the report, asking about pothole
filling. Christian stated that the crew is filling smaller potholes, and there is an agenda item later for
larger repairs. Queensland stated that he had seen the crew spraying weeds in town, and asked
Christian if they would be spraying the parks for turf weeds as well. Christian stated that the parks
had already been treated once and will be spot treated again as needed. Queensland asked if they had
sprayed by the sewage treatment ponds, and Christian stated that they had not; the priority is the
public areas. Queensland asked if the crew sprayed the access road to the ponds and Christian stated
that if it gets bad they will. Queensland mentioned there was a lot of weeds on the access road and
Christian stated that when they switch back to broadleaf chemicals, they would take a look. Myhre
asked if ash tree removal would continue, and Christian replied that he had put the contracting on
hold until the state legislature is finished with the budget, as there is at the current time money
allotted for tree removal assistance, and he will wait to see if that stays in the budget. Queensland
asked about the play equipment scheduled to be installed at City Park, and Christian responded that
he is waiting on bids for installation of the base so it can be installed. Queensland asked if there had
been any applications for the seasonal helper, and Christian said he had received a second application
that day and would be doing interviews.

D. Police — Report provided. Richardson stated that he had included a quote on a new squad just to give
Council an idea of cost for budget time. He stated that the dealer offers the same type of financing on
other vehicles, such as public works trucks. Richardson stated that the majority of yard and vehicle
issues had been taken care of, and he was working with Christian on the remaining few. Richardson



asked Council for permission to hire Alexander Wynn as a part-time officer. Motion made by
Benson, 2" by Tangen. Motion passed unanimously. Queensland asked if there had been an uptick
in pet and golf cart permits, and Hyrkas affirmed that there had been. Benson mentioned the fox that
has been reported in town, and asked if there was something that would need to be done if it were to
get caught in a fence or a similar situation, and Richardson stated that it would be treated like any
other wild animal.

E. Fire — Report provided. No question from Council.

F. City Clerk — Hyrkas went over the requirements for pet licenses and golf cart licenses for Council.
She also stated that the downtown flowers would be planted in the coming week.

G. City Administrator — Report provided. Christian stated that he had spoken to Mike Hanson, Director
of Public works for Mower County regarding the windmill blade situation in the industrial Park.
Hanson is working with Xcel, NextEra, and the Department of Commerce to find a resolution.
Christian stated that there was a very good turnout for the city-wide cleanup. Christian asked if there
were any questions about the quarterly budget summary, and there were none. Queensland asked
about the status of the audit, and Christian said he has a meeting scheduled for the 31* of May for a
draft review, and if everything is correct, it will be presented at the June meeting. Myhre asked for an
update on the Clinic building. Christian stated that the mold remediation had just been completed and
he is working on the final revisions for the construction drawings. Queensland asked if there were
any updates on the funding requests for the new Public Works facility proposal; Christian stated that
he had had a few follow-up question from Senator Smith’s office, but the city would not know if
funding would be awarded until after Congress finishes its budgeting process.

6. OLD BUSINESS

A. Project Update, Pay App 13: Olinger sent an update on the project. Myhre stated that he wanted to
be sure that the house that is to be moved to South Main St is moved before the final paving, and
Tangen agreed. Christian said that wouldn’t be possible due to the manhole cuts in the road in
preparation for final paving. He stated that they would damage the structures if they drove over them,
and that due to the placement in the road, they would be unavoidable. Council expressed concern that
the truck turning would damage the asphalt, and don’t want to have patches in the brand new street.
Christian explained that the ordinance regulation house moves covers damage to city property.
Tangen stated that if there is any damage, he wants the whole street redone, with no cuts or seams.
Christian stated that he did not want to slow down the street project, which filling in the manhole cuts
would do. Council agreed that the project should not be slowed, but that it must be conveyed to the
property owner that they will be responsible for any damage. Queensland moved on to the project
report, asking Christian for a progress report, and whether sodding and finish work was on schedule
to be completed by June 15", Christian stated that the paving was expected to be completed before
the end of May, and the rest of the work should be completed by the June 15% target date. Myhre
made a motion to approve Pay Application 13 in the amount of $25,894.63, Benson 2™, Motion
passed unanimously.

7. NEW BUSINESS
A. Street Repairs — Christian explained that this bid was for various street repairs throughout the city,
mainly previous utility cuts, and there would be another bid coming later for larger repairs, such as 1*
St NE. Myhre made a motion to approve awarding the bid to Ulland Brothers in the amount of
$9375.00, Tangen 2™. Motion passed unanimously.

B. Permits

a. 530 Glynn Ave NE — Deck: Planning and Zoning recommended approval and the project
had approval of the Pheasant Run Architectural Board. Motion to approve by Benson, 2
by Tangen. Motion passed unanimously.

b. 405 Main St. N — Fence: Planning and Zoning recommended approval. Motion to approve
by Benson, 2" by Tangen. Motion passed unanimously.

c. 524 Glynn Ave NE — Garage: Planning and Zoning recommended approval and the project
had approval of the Pheasant Run Architectural Board. Motion to approve by Benson, 2
by Tangen. Motion passed unanimously.



C. Resolution 2024-007: Resolution accepting donation from Julson Family: Motion to accept the
donation by Benson, 2™ by Tangen. Motion passed unanimously.

D. Resolution 2024-008: Resolution accepting donation from American Legion Post 140: Motion to
accept the donation by Myhre, 2™ by Tangen. Motion passed unanimously.

E. Resolution 2024-009: Resolution accepting donation from American Legion Auxiliary: Motion to
accept the donation by Tangen, 2™ by Benson. Motion passed unanimously.

F. Travel Policy — 2" Reading: No questions from Council. Motion to approve the Travel Policy by
Myhre, 2™ by Benson. Motion passed unanimously.

G. Welcome to Grand Meadow signs: Christian presented 3 options for the new signs to be placed at the
four main entrances to town. After a brief discussion on the back side of the signs, Tangen made a
motion to move forward with quotes for Option #3, Myhre 2", Motion passed unanimously.

8. ADJOURN: Motion by Benson to adjourn, 2" by Tangen. The time was 7:17 pm.



