GRAND MEADOW COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 8, 2024 @ 6:00 PM
GRAND MEADOW COMMUNITY CENTER

Present: Mayor Ryan Queensland, Councilor Christy Benson, Councilor Blayne Stejskal, Councilor Aaron
Myhre, Councilor Isaac Tangen, City Administrator James Christian, Clerk Chris Hyrkas, Ambulance Director
Lori Brogan, Fire Chief Joe Gehling, Police Chief Jim Richardson, Gretchen Mensink Lovejoy, Theresa Wolff,
Linda Kreutzman

Absent: None

. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Queensland called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance
. CONSENT AGENDA: Queensland asked if there was any discussion on the consent agenda. Stejskal noted
that there were payments to Waste Management and stated that he had thought the city was going to go with
LRS only. Christian explained that WM has a short window in which to cancel a contract, and that window
had been missed in 2023. Christian stated that when the window opened in 2024, he emailed the company, as
well as sent a certified letter to cancel the contract, which ends in August of 2024. Stejskal asked where the
city currently has dumpsters. Christian replied that there were containers at the Community Center, the
Emergency Services building, the City shop, Pine Lawn, and the baseball diamonds (seasonal). Tangen
questioned some of the debits and credits on the paid check register, and what looked like duplicates.
Christian explained that when those appear on the register, it is because accounts were adjusted, usually to
change a cost center or accounting code, after the initial entry. Benson made the motion, Stejskal 2™, motion
passed unanimously.

A. Approve additions & corrections to agenda- None

B. Approve February regular meeting minutes

C. Approve General Fund payments $94,527.04

. OPEN FORUM - Theresa Wolft approached Council to ask if the Bingo program that she runs in the
Community Center during the winter months could be extended to run through the summer as well.
She offered to continue to run the program and would coordinate with the Clerk and the Library on
availability of the facility. Council approved the request. Wolff went on to ask if she could host a
similar program for people to play cards, also at the Community Center, possibly on a weekly basis.
Council also approved the program, and thanked Wolff for her service to the community.

. Bryan Owens — Summer Recreation: Bryan Owens had requested to be placed on the agenda to
discuss the summer recreation program that is run by the school. He was not present at the allotted
time, but Queensland stated that if he arrived before the end of the meeting he would be given time to
speak.

. REPORTS

A. Library — Report provided, no questions from Council.

B. Ambulance — Report provided. Brogan stated that the new rig has a couple of issues that the
company will come down and fix, but nothing major.

C. Public Works — Report provided. Steskal asked Christian what was meant by “late season
snowfalls are very hard on equipment’ in the Maintenance report. Christian explained that
the weight of the wet snow makes it more difficult to remove and can cause the plow to dig
or the blower to become clogged, as well as sticking to the bed of the dump truck when it is
removed from downtown. Queensland asked what the plan for the storm water ditch on the
pond road was, and Christian replied that the crews were looking into renting a machine to
cut the brush on the ditch banks and then it would be hydroseeded. Queensland stated that he
thought the sides of the ditch would be shaped, and Myhre stated that the sides should be
shaped before any of that work. Christian explained that the reason for the project was to



improve the water flow by removing the sediment from the bottom, and there want enough
room to widen the ditch, and the engineers thought it was better to not disturb the banks as
much as possible. Stejskal had some questions about equipment and whether the white Ford
pickup was ever used. Christian replied that it does get used to plow alleys in the winter and
with a water tank in the summer for watering trees and the downtown flower pots.
Queensland asked what the plan was for the playground equipment that had been donated in
2023, and Christian responded that it will be installed in City Park this season.

D. Police — Report provided. Richardson stated there was a healthy list for spring cleanup
around the city, and he will be working with Christian to get junk cleaned up around the city.
Benson asked how the interview for the part-time officer went, and Richardson that it went
well and he is waiting for the results of the psych evaluation.

E. Fire — Report provided. Gehling asked if the Fire Dept could close down Grand Ave for the
water fights during Meadowfest, and Council approved. Gehling also mentioned the
department is down four members and they have been trying to recruit, and are considering
looking outside the response area.

F. City Clerk — Liquor and tobacco licenses for Skjenke Bom Lounge and Honest Liquors are
up for renewal. Motion to approve SBL liquor and tobacco by Tangen, 2" by Myhre.
Motion to approve Honest Liquors liquor and tobacco by Benson, second by Myhre.
Christian stated that the city ordinance states that property owners are responsible for city
utility bills, but some properties have gotten away from that, with accounts in tenants’ names,
especially in the trailer park. Christian stated that the city will no longer be doing that, and
property owners will be responsible.

G. City Administrator — Report provided. Christian updated the Council on the situation with
the windmill blades illegally stored in the industrial park. He had filed a complaint with the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission about the improper disposal of the blades. The PUC
contacted Xcel Energy, the current owner of the wind farm permit, who in turn contacted
NextEra Energy, the owner of the windfarm when the blades were replaced. Canvus is
wanting to move the blades, but is waiting on NextEra, the apparent owner of the blades.
Christian has been following up with Canvus and Xcel, hoping for a resolution by July.
Christian stated that the auditors will be ready to present their findings at the May meeting.
Ash tree removals will be going out to bid soon. City crews will continue to remove the ones
that they are able to, and will grind stumps throughout the summer. Mold remediation
continues at the old clinic building. Queensland inquired when Redemptive would be doing
the roof on that building, and Christian replied that they had been set to do it but the weather
took a downturn. Christian stated that he had received another complaint about semi-truck
parking on 4™ street. The clerk had done some research and found the minutes from the
October 2015 Council meeting where Council approved the homeowner to park a semi in the
yard with the stipulation that it had to meet setback requirements. Christian noted that there
are normally two trucks parked there, and they start up as early as 4:15 am and run for long
periods. Christian believed that the owners should be invited to the next meeting to discuss
the issue, and Council agreed. Christian then asked for permission to hire part-time help for
mowing if needed. He outlined some of the summer work program and projects anticipated.
Motion to approve hiring a part-time helper for utilities at $15.00/hr by Myhre, 2" by
Benson. Motion passed unanimously. Stejskal asked about getting quarterly updates on the
city budget, and Christian replied that he does those for each department and it will be
presented at the May Council meeting.

6. OLD BUSINESS- Vehicle Violations List: Christian stated that he and Richardson had been
inventorying outside vehicle storage issues and presented a list to Council. He explained the
difference in storage requirements between residential and commercial properties. The first step will
be to make residents aware of vehicle issues, then a formal letter will be issued if an issue isn’t
corrected.



7. NEW BUSINESS
A. Permits
A. 531 Glynn Ave NE — Chicken Permit: Christian stated that he had made the property
owner aware of the restrictive covenant in the Pheasant Run neighborhood, and that
they would need to have written permission before the city could issue the permit.
Stejskal made a motion to table the request, 2" by Tangen. Motion passed
unanimously.

B. Resolution 2024-004: Resolution accepting donation from Grand Meadow Township:
Motion to accept $300 donation from Grand Meadow Township to be used for the
Community Center by Myhre, 2™ by Benson. Motion passed unanimously.

C. Resolution 2024-005: Resolution Adopting the Minnesota General Records Retention
Schedule for Cities: motion by Tangen to approve, 2" by Myhre. Motion passed
unanimously.

D. Resolution 2024-006: Resolution accepting donation from Bradley and Theresa Wolff.
Motion to approve $100 donation to the Library from the Wolffs by Tangen, 2" by Benson.
Motion passed unanimously.

E. Deduct Meter Policy: Christian asked for approval of the Temporary Deduct Meter Policy,
with rates at $15 per 30-day period. He stated that the city had purchased 4 meters for
temporary use. Motion to approve the policy by Tangen, 2" by Benson. Motion passed
unanimously.

F. Travel Policy — First reading of the new Travel Policy. No action needed at this meeting;
Christian will ask for approval at May meeting.

8. ADJOURN: Motion by Myhre to adjourn, 2™ by Stejskal. Motion passed unanimously. The time
was 6:56 pm.



