
GRAND MEADOW COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
*UNOFFICIAL* 

MARCH 11, 2024 @ 6:00 PM 
GRAND MEADOW COMMUNITY CENTER 

 
Present: Mayor Ryan Queensland, Councilor Christy Benson, Councilor Blayne Stejskal, , Councilor Isaac 
Tangen, City Administrator James Christian, Clerk Chris Hyrkas, Librarian Sarah Burmeister, Ambulance 
Director Lori Brogan, Fire Chief Joe Gehling, Police Chief Jim Richardson, Engineer Derek Olinger, Gretchen 
Mensink Lovejoy 
Absent:, Councilor Aaron Myhre  

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Queensland called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance 

2. CONSENT AGENDA: Queensland asked if there was any discussion on the consent agenda.  Seeing none, 
he asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Tangen made the motion, Stejskal 2nd, motion passed 
unanimously. 

A. Approve additions & corrections to agenda- None 
B. Approve February regular meeting minutes 
C. Approve General Fund payments $196,287.70 

 
3. OPEN FORUM – None 

 
4. Lift/Street Project Update: Olinger presented final payment numbers and contract adjustments to 

close out the Lift Station / Forced Main project.  Olinger had been waiting to finalize negotiations for 
a deduct from the contract price for some equipment that was not used.  The deduction is $10,000.  
Pay Application number 14 is the remainder of the retainage.  Change Order #3 is the adjustment for 
the equipment deduct as well as an adjustment for material quantities actually used, and a 
modification of the actual completion date to March 11, 2023.  Olinger went on to discuss Pay 
Application #14, explaining that since the council packet had gone out, he had rerun the numbers and 
had found $8,800 that he removed for duplicate materials, changing the amount from $21,212.02 to 
$12,412.02.  Olinger asked for a motion to approve the change order and pay application contingent 
on the contractor submitting the rest of their closeout documents. Motion to approve change order #3 
for a deduction of $9891.90 and Pay Application in the amount of $12,412.02, contingent on 
contractor completing submittals by Stejskal, 2nd by Benson.  Motion passed unanimously.  Olinger 
stated that Ulland Brothers hasn’t given a start date for the last phase of the Street and Utilities 
project.  Stejskal asked if the CR-8 Stormwater had been closed out, and Olinger responded that there 
is a small retainage being held for some final grading work to be completed this spring. 

 
5. REPORTS 

A. Library – Report provided, no questions from Council. 
B. Ambulance – Report provided. Brogan asked for approval of ALS 1 and ALS 2 rates for 

2024 to be changed to $1650.00 and $1670.00, respectively.  Motion to approve the rate 
increase by Benson, 2nd by Tangen.  Motion passed unanimously.  Brogan brought up that a 
bill to fix the emergency siren had been split between the GMAAS, GMFD, and GMPD.  She 
had checked with other cities and she believes that should be paid by the City and not by 
Emergency Services.  Brogan asked that any charges related to the emergency siren be paid 
by the city, as it is a service to the community, not to Emergency Services.  Discussion was 
had by Council over whether this was a recurring charge; Christian explained that it was for a 
repair and a battery, and it was rare to have any expenditures related to the siren.  Council 
agreed to change the billing from the Emergency Services to City Administration.  Brogan 
also mentioned that the billing system the GMAAS uses had been hacked and no electronic 



billing can be done until the service is back up.  The new ambulance arrived, and Featherlite 
Graphics will be installing the graphics and lettering. 

C. Public Works – Report provided.  Christian stated that the Public Works crew has been 
working on ash tree removal, and that he is putting together a list of trees to contract for 
removal, mainly along the banks at Pine Lawn, next to the Emergency Services building, and 
close to the fences at the ball diamonds.  The pond road ditch cleaning has been completed, 
and the ash pile in the Industrial Park has been hauled away.  Christian discussed a broken 
sanitary sewer line on 7th street that had been discovered when the lines were televised.  He 
asked for Council to approve an estimate from Bustad Excavating in the amount of $4500.  
Stejskal made the motion, Tangen 2nd, motion passed unanimously. Stejskal asked if the city 
would se a sizeable savings due to the lack of snow, Christian responded that there had only 
been two plowable snows, and some instances of applying salt, but there would be a savings 
in overtime and fuel. 

D. Police – Report provided.  Richardson reported an uptick in dog complaints and spoke of the 
importance of having pets licensed.  Richardson stated that he had finished the background  
check on a potential part-time officer.  He explained the process a candidate has to go 
through before they get to the interview, and that officers pay for their own equipment, but 
the city gets reimbursed from the state for training.  Tangen asked how many part-time 
officers were currently on the force; Richardson explained that there are currently two part-
time officers, each working 1-2 days/month, and it would be good to have another officer to 
fill the budgeted hours.  Council gave the blessing to move forward with the interview 
process, with Benson and Christian sitting in on the interview.   

E. Fire – Report provided.  Gehling requested to buy 10 sets of boots, five of which ($2,500) 
would be paid for the city.  Queensland asked if that was part of the turnout gear, and 
Gehling explained that the turnout gear was just the bunker pants and bunker coat, and didn’t 
include boots, gloves, etc. Christian explained that the boots had been budgeted for, and since 
it was under the $5,000 threshold for Council approval, a motion wasn’t needed.  Gehling 
then asked for approval of temporary liquor licenses for Meadowfest and the GMEF 
fundraiser, to be voted on later in the meeting. 

F. City Clerk – Hyrkas stated that the auditors are almost finished and hope to present the audit 
at the April meeting.  She stated that the Presidential Primary election went smoothly and 
there was an adequate number of judges. 

G. City Administrator – Report provided.  Christian stated that he had received a “Thank you” 
note from Jim Hanson, expressing appreciation for the city using the “meadowlark” logo that 
he had designed in the early 90’s on the new downtown banners.  There was a brief 
discussion of finding a replacement for Mark Schneider to take over the 4th of July fireworks 
display; the search continues.      
 

6. OLD BUSINESS- None 
 

7.  NEW BUSINESS 
A. Building Permits 

A. 313 5th St NE – Christian explained that this was an application to place a prefab shed 
in the back yard.  Planning and Zoning recommended approval, contingent on the 
roofing and siding match the house.  The homeowner had also submitted an 
application to build a deck at the same address, and Planning and Zoning had 
recommended approval as well.  Tangen moved to approve both permits, Benson 2nd.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

B. 309 4th Ave NW – Christian explained that this was an application for a new 
construction garage.  Planning and Zoning recommended approval.  Tangen made a 
motion to approve the permit, Benson 2nd.   Motion passed unanimously. 



B. Liquor license approval: Having discussed the licenses earlier in the meeting, Queensland 
asked for a motion to approve the GMFD temporary liquor licenses for Meadowfest and the 
GMEF Fundraiser.  Motion by Benson, 2nd by Stejskal.  Motion passed unanimously. 

C. Citywide cleanup, April Bill insert: Christian stated that the city-wide garage sales are 
scheduled for April 18-20, and the city-wide cleanup is normally held the following 
Saturday.  He also stated that the informational page included in the packet would be sent out 
with the April utility bill.  Queensland asked if the portion explaining the junk vehicle 
ordinance could be bolder to highlight the need to take care of the ongoing issue of 
unregistered/inoperable vehicles.   

D. 113 Main St. N Roofing: Christian obtained three bids for reroofing the old Clinic building.  
Redemptive Roofing was the lowest bid at $23,044.  Motion by Benson to approve, 2nd by 
Stejskal.  Motion passed unanimously. 

E. Resolution 2024-003: Resolution accepting donation from Valley Transportation to GMPD:  
Christian stated that Valley Trucking had donated $2,500 to be used for the GMPD.  Tangen 
made a motion to approve the donation, Stejskal 2nd.  Motion passed unanimously, and 
Council expressed its appreciation for the donation.  

F. Walk-on business:  Tangen asked if the budget was reviewed throughout the year, and 
Christian explained that he does monthly reports for the GMAAS, and quarterly for Police, 
Fire, Library, and Public Works, which will be presented at the April meeting.  

 
8. ADJOURN: Motion by Tangen to adjourn, 2nd by Stejskal.  Motion passed unanimously.  The time 

was 6:53 pm. 


